
6th Grade ELA: Week of August 31 - September 4           Mrs. Trotter 

 

Day/Lesson  Outcomes  Materials & Assignments (Main things done in class) 

Monday,  

Aug. 31 

Lesson #10 & 

Lesson #11 

Today we will: 

● Reread select poems from “Spring 

1934.” 

● Evaluate the impact of author’s use 

of imagery on tone and mood.  

● Choose a poem and write an 

argument related to tone and 

mood. 

● Evaluate the impact of the author’s 

use of imagery on tone and mood 

in “On the Road with Arley.”  

● Write our own poem using “On the 

Road with Arley” as a model. 

1. Let’s PREPARE!  Out of the Dust novel; Tone and Mood in “Spring 1934” handout; Tone 

and Mood in “On the Road With Arley” , Reading Journal Question  

2. Let’s READ!  Read “Beat Wheat” on page 39, as you are reading look for what words 

and phrases convey the speaker’s tone.  

3. Let’s READ! Complete the Tone and Mood in “Spring 1934” handout.  

4. Let’s READ!  Reread the following poems “Apple Blossoms” (Pg. 43), “World War” (44), 

“Apples (45) and “Dust and Rain” (46)  

5. Let’s DISCUSS!  Discuss tone and mood of selected poems. 

6. Let’s EXPRESS OUR UNDERSTANDING!  Write a response to the prompt: “What is the 

speaker’s tone in the poem you selected? How does the speaker’s tone affect the 

poem’s mood?” (Your response should include a claim, a reason, and at least two 

pieces of text evidence.)  

7. Let’s READ!  Reread “On the Road with Arley” and complete the tone and mood 

graphic organizer about the poem.  

8. Let’s DISCUSS!  Discuss what is the overall tone of the poem and how it influences the 

mood of the reader. 

9. Let’s EXPRESS OUR UNDERSTANDING!  Write a poem about your own place in the 

world. Include words and phrases that communicate a specific tone, and help create 

a specific mood.(Use the sentence starter: Here’s the way I figure it, My place in the 

world is ______).  

 

Homework: Review Classwork / Finish any incomplete work in L10&L11 Class Notes 

Tuesday, 

Sept. 1 

Lesson # 12 

 

 

 

Today we will: 

● Read “Summer 1934.” 

● Make connections between the 

novel and actual historical events. 

 

1. Let’s PREPARE!  Out of the Dust novel 

2. Let’s READ!  Read from page 55 (“Hope in a Drizzle”) to 69 (Devoured”).  

3. Let’s DISCUSS!  Discuss why “did the author describe the events of the day in the 

order (the way) she did”.  

4. Let’s READ!  Read the rest of “Summer 1934” p. 70-84 

5. Let’s PRACTICE!  Reread “Roots” p. 75.  What is Billie Jo’s perspective on President 

Roosevelt’s suggestion?  

6. Let’s PRACTICE!  Reread “The Path of Our Sorrow” p. 83-84.  What new information 

does Miss Freeland tell us about this time period that is new to us? 

7. Let’s EXPRESS OUR UNDERSTANDING!  What “sorrow” is Billie Jo referring to? What 

does she mean when she says “we didn’t even see it coming”? 

8. Section 3 (L9-L12) Quiz 

 

Homework: Review Classwork / Finish any incomplete work in L12 Class Notes 

 



Day/Lesson  Outcomes  Materials & Assignments (Main things done in class) 

Wednesday, 

Sept. 2 

Lesson #13 

Today we will: 

● Read and listen to “On Drought 

Conditions,” a speech delivered 

by Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

● Write an argument that includes 

text evidence. 

 

1. Let’s PREPARE!  Excerpt from “On Drought Conditions”; Argument Sentence Stems 

Handout 

2. Let’s READ!  Read “Excerpt from “On Drought Conditions”  

3. Let’s DISCUSS!  Reread paragraphs 1–6. 

a. How does President Roosevelt’s description of the Dust Bowl differ from what we 

already know about life there?  

b. What insight do we gain by hearing the President of the United States offer this 

description of the region? 

4. Let’s DISCUSS!  Reread paragraphs 7–9. 

a. What is President Roosevelt proposing the federal government do to help people in 

the drought-stricken areas? 

5. Let’s WORK WITH WORDS!  By using context clues find the meaning of indomitable, 

husbandry and tenacity.  

6. Let’s DISCUSS!  Reread paragraphs 10–13. 

a. Why does President Roosevelt want the farmers to remain on their land? 

7. Let’s DISCUSS!  Find two pieces of text evidence that support your answer, and write 

them in your notes. 

8. Let’s EXPRESS OUR UNDERSTANDING! Respond to reading journal question (RJ).   

 

Homework: Review Classwork / Finish any incomplete work in L13 Class Notes 

Thursday,  

Sept. 3 

Lesson #14 

Today we will: 

● Read a letter written by Dust 

Bowl resident Caroline 

Henderson. 

● Answer questions about the text 

● Examine unfamiliar vocabulary 

terms. 

1. Let’s PREPARE!  “Letter from the Dust Bowl” by Caroline Henderson; Google Classroom 

L14 Class Notes 

2. Let’s WORK WITH WORDS! Define mortgage, foreclosure, and plaintiff.  

3. Let’s WORK WITH WORDS!  Copy the following words onto your reading logs: 

Interspersed, Inevitable, Reclaiming, Cultivated, Destitute, Redeem, Persevering, 

impressionistic.  

4. Let’s READ!  Read paragraph 1 from “Letter from the Dust Bowl” and answer the 

question: What hardship does the author describe that we may not have considered 

before? 

5. Let’s READ!  Read to paragraph 8 and answer the comprehension questions on the 

comprehension handout.  

6. Let’s EXPRESS OUR UNDERSTANDING!  Choose one of the words listed in your reading 

log. Look up the definition, and write your own version in your reading log.  What is one 

piece of information you learned about the Dust Bowl from Caroline Henderson?  

Use the word you chose in your response. 

 

 

Homework: Review Classwork / Finish any incomplete work in L14 Class Notes 

 

 



 

 

 

Day/Lesson  Outcomes  Materials & Assignments (Main things done in class) 

Friday 

Sep. 4 

Lesson #15 

 

**Early 

Release** 

Today we will: 

● Continue to examine Caroline 

Henderson’s letter, and explore 

unfamiliar vocabulary. 

● Compare and contrast the purpose 

of Henderson’s letter with the 

purpose of President Roosevelt’s 

speech. 

1. Let’s PREPARE!  Letter from Caroline Henderson, speech excerpt by FDR, Class Notes 

from L14 and L15 

2. Let’s READ! Complete comprehension questions from L14 and Vocabulary log in Let’s 

Work With Words in L14  

3. Let’s DISCUSS!  Reread last paragraph of letter.  What is Caroline Henderson’s main 

point in this part of the letter?  What learning is she referring to in the last line?   

4. Let’s DISCUSS! Reread paragraph #7 of speech.  How do President Roosevelt’s 

words relate to Caroline Henderson’s letter?  

5. Let’s READ!  Class Timeline:  Are there any dates mentioned we should take note of to 

add to our timeline? 

6. Let’s EXPRESS OUR UNDERSTANDING!  Compare two authors’ purpose in a class 

generated Venn Diagram.  Each student writes a strong claim in one sentence. 

7. Section 4 (Lessons 13-15) Quiz in Edulastic (multiple choice 3 questions) 

 

Homework: Review Classwork / Finish any incomplete work in L15 Class Notes 

 

Highlights:  

 

 

9/1 Tuesday - Section 3 Quiz 

9/4 Friday - Lesson #15 cannot be completed on an early release day due to shortened class times.  Lesson #15 

will begin during the second half of class on 9/3 Thursday.  Section 4 Quiz on Friday 9/4 if time allows. 


